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THE 


DISCOURSE 


R OBERT FEalof LOT HI AN 
Juſtice General, Ris Majeſties CommiF 
fioner tothe General Afﬀembly, &c. 


Right Reverend M iniflers, and Elders of tis 
General Aſſembly, one £4 


75 8, Shal hot rake up your Time with any thing concerning 
| my (elf, being Eee ot fo many "—_ Unrfitneſfles 
&} forthe CharaGter] bear, that it were no little Difinge- 
s  nuity, to <fideayour by an Apologie to extenuat them 
7 Bur being. very unexpeRed]ly Commanded by the King, 
. whoſe Orders 7 Diſpute not, to meet you at this A fiem- 
bly, I choaſed rather to expoſe my Reputation which 
hitherto I have been tender enough of, - with this Diſadvantage to come 
after 2 Perſon ſo well Qualifyed and Fitted for this Afﬀair ; then ro des 
clineany thing wherein ' His Majeſty may think I could in the leaft be 
Serviceable to Him, or have any Proſpect of being any manner of way 
Inftramental in fertling the Peace of che Church, which hath for ſo long 
a time been Rent, without any great appearance hitherto of an effeQual 
way forits Healing. - 

And indeed the known Inclinations of His Majeſty to gothe greateſt 
length canconfiſt with Royaltie, to « ff:Ctuat ſo good a Work, are no 
leſs Encouragments to your Well=wiſhers, then they ſhould be Incit- 
mentsro make you goall the Lengths and Advances on your parts, that 
ſach a Pious and Proteſtant King deſerves at your Hands, who is wil« 
livg to do more voluntarly, than what could ever be extorted from His 
Royal Predeceflors, even in their loweſt Conditions And which can in 
Reaſon never be expected from any ſhall ſucceed in the Rayal Throne, 
But as no leſs was to be look'd for from the Return of your Prayers, and 
your fincere Endeavours in the work of the Miniſtry in the midft of 
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© ſharpeſt Tryals, than theBlcſſing of ſuch (King, your Deliverer, 
- - followirg the Steps of his Renouned and le. 
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dagefiors the Princes- 
of orange, the Bulwark and Deliverers of #he Proteffagt Totereſt through- 
out the Wagrld, hath now ina manner put it'in your own Hands, to 
ſettle the Peace, and Unity of our Church ;4$ upon the other hand, if 


_ thereſhould be any Shyneſs or Remiſsneſs in coming up thelength to give 


His Majeſty a ſuitable Return, as it will be juſtly thought by your Freinds, 
a Stroke from Heaven, from hidden Cauſes of GODS unſearchable 
Decrees, as the DeſtruQion of the Primitive Churches were 3 So the Op- 
portunity loſt, will be an Advantage and Rejoycing to your Enemies, 
probably not to be regained, But I ſhall Wiſh and Hope for better 
things tromthis Reverend and Wiſe Aſſembly , wlio bave in your own 
Hands, to make your felvesa'more general one, by uniting the Church, 
removing Error and Scandal, ſtopping the Mouths of your Adverlaries, 
and make the Church of Scotland more famous than any Church, or 
Church-men 1 know, who in ro Age were much commended for Charity 
towards their Brethrenztho no Chriſtian Duty is ſomuch recommended by 


Holy Scripture. EA 


There is one thihg I cannot forbearto mention, much taJked of, being 
much 1n the Heads, and in Controverſhie in this Age, which is Churche 
Government, and which 1cannot deny to be Material, it being the Hedge 
about the Vineyard, without which'the* tender Plants cannot be raiſed, 
neither the mature Fruit well preſerved 3 Yex1n compariſon of ſeveral o- 
thers, it appears not to be of ſogreat Conſequence, being that which ſo 
many Learned, Pious and Orthodox Divines diff-r ſo much upon, who 
would ſuffer Martyrdom before they would yield to Poj-ts,that make not fo 
great Noiſe, aud iho that Fence he of very good nſe, it cannot be ſuppoſ- 
ed, it is raiſed to keep out Fellow-labourers, whqare willing to work in 
the Vineyard 3: Since thoſe came in at the lai# hour, were made equal with 
thoſe that came at the firit hour, who had born the burden, and heat of the day ; 
So it would ſeem reaſonable, that fince the Biſhops, who were looked 
upon-as your Perſecutors, being lay'd aſide by A& of Parliament, and of 
whom,thoit cannot be ſaid, they did come up thelength of thePiety,orMo- 
ral:Yirtues,of thoſeBiſhops of the PrimitiveTimes,or of thoſe in our Neigh- 
bour Nation of Ezglend, who have given fo recent a Teſtimony of their 
Fajthfulneſs; Yet that ſhould be no hinderance, why thoſe ſhould not 
be cordially Received intpthe Government, who are already in the Ex- 
erciſe ofthe more eſſentials, with this double Advantage, both to ſtrength- 
en you conſiderably, and leave the others without ſo much as the hopes 
of either Party, or Abbettors. 


What can after this be the Grounds of rational Apprehenfions or Jea- 
louſies? Since Epiſcopacy is now Aboliſhed, and Presbytrie Eſtabliſh- 
ed by an Ac of Parliament, which His Majeſty figce, hath given repeat« 
ed Aſſurances, not to alter 5 - Sure then the moſt prudent , whereof, I 


- am perſwaded , there are many in this Grave, and Wiſe Aſſembly, will 


not ſtand upon Nyceties and PunRtilio's, ſo extrinfick to Men of pe 
Fe I0. 
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} Profefion, which even to Laicks, Princes, or States, where Poiptzof +, 
Honour have got ſo unreaſonable Footing upon, are a1 beſt but blameable - 
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Formalities, which neither anſwers the Laws of GOD, nor Men 5 nor 
Biggottry, which I bope, you need not be guarded againſt, though ins 
cidefit to Church-Men; And the Character of the Erroneous , is found 
to be oftneſt Lodged in the narroweſt Heads and Capacities, and fre- 
quently miſtaken for Zeal. | 
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But I forbear , being loath to take up your time 53 Only 
this, that I thiok it a Stretch to Reaſon, to Comprebend, how Royal 
Authority, in a Proteſtant King, can Claſh with a Proteſtant Church, 
in His own Dominions, no Articles of Faith being controverted; Sol 
ſhall only lay before you, what His Majeſty, with ſo much R eaſon ex- 
pedts, and which both your Friends and Enemies, looks upon with ſuch 
different Eyes 2nd ExpeRations, and is, what I ſuppoſe, your real Inte- 
reſt; in the firſt place, chearfully to receive your Brethren with open 
Arms; who are willing to Joyn, and who have never been made aps 
pear to be either Scandalous or Erroneous, and who are ready toſubmit 
to the Government, and leave thoſe things of ſmaller moment, unril that 
great Bleffing of a Chriſtian Charitable Union be perfe&ed , without 
which, all endeavours elſe , will be to ſmall purpoſe; But upon the 
other hand, if there ſhall be any Miniſters, that Preached under Epiſ- 
copacy, ſhouſd now have any Remiflneſs to imbrace the Offer cf your ac- 
cepting of them as it will diſcover what Spirits they are of, and what 


Meaſures ſhould be taken, ſo it ſhould not retard, nor render ſuſpeQ 
thoſe who freely offer themſelves, 


But I ſhall hope, that henceforth, the only Endeavour ſhall be, in an 
Holy Emulation, who ſhall ſhew moſt readineſs, to be Unitez That 
they may joyn their Labours, in the Work of the Miniſtry 3 And 


| thatmy part may only be that of a Witzeſs, with the SatisfaQtion, of having 


the Honour, to Acquaint His Majeſty , of what I am Confident, H 
will beſo very well pleaſed with, : "IM 
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